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Annual report – EE President - May 2017 
 

 
If you expect me to talk about RHD2 and bird flu for half an hour, then you will be 
disappointed. But I am convinced that you will be glad that I will not. You will hear 

a great deal more of this from our bigger expert Professor Schille. So I will not look 
back and reflect on the past year. I leave this to our Secretary-General, Esther 

Huwiler. 
 
I will not talk about animal protection issues today either, I have done this in detail 

last year.  
 

Rather, I want to make everyone aware of the importance of EE for all of us. We 
are a large and strong organization and we’ve achieved a lot in the field of breeding 
in our different sections. This is thanks to our breeders, who ensure that many 

species and breeds still exist at all. They are the ones that make our association 
strong. And even if aging and the decreasing number of members in the countries 

worries us, there are still young people who start the wonderful hobby of small 
animal breeding. We must take particular care of them. We must look after them 
and let them take advantage from our experience.  

 
We should also rethink our habits that have been practiced for years and certainly 

aren’t bad. Is it still of this time that we try to bring the members to the meeting 
with a meal? Is the annual trip with the club still interesting enough to motivate the 
members? Are our exhibitions, as we know them today, still up-to-date and 

appealing enough to inspire new people for our hobby? These and other questions 
we should ask again and again. New ideas are always in demand. Of course this 

can also be old ideas, which can be revived. 
 
Society is constantly changing and we have to make sure that it does not run away 

from us. There is currently a trend "back to nature". Many people would like to 
keep some chickens, not for breeding, but simply because it brings them joy and 

because they do not want to eat eggs from industrial origin. These people are all 
"potential customers" for our hobby if we reach out to them and support them, 
even though they do not want to join our association immediately. The soup 

chicken is also currently reviving as I could experience myself last fall. I put a list at 
my door where I wrote that I had 10 soup chickens for sale. I did this as a trial 

balloon and thought that I might be able to sell one or two chickens and then eat 
the others myself. No more than 24 hours later the list was full - and there was not 

a single chicken left! 
 
Healthy, naturally grown meat of our animals and free-range eggs are in demand 

more than ever. The cage birds and cavies are of course not included in this trend, 
but the latter are indeed in South America. 



 

Annual report EE President, May 2017 Page 2/3 

 

 
Are we using this trend enough? Do we make enough advertising for meat and eggs 
and thus for the small animal keeping? Questions that only you and your members 

can answer. 
 

The more we go to the public, the stronger we can counteract a negative trend for 
us: the humanization of the animals, which sometimes takes grotesque forms. 

Often one does not get rid of the impression that in the eyes of many the animal is 
of more value than man. Rabbits, poultry and pigeons were and still are farm 
animals. That's why I've often said that I like my animals to eat - that's what I 

stand for. And when we don’t do it anymore, then we are lost! 
 

Change of subject 
 
However important for us the breeding of small animals is, it remains a leisure 

activity. A hobby that should give us pleasure and relaxation. Unfortunately, both 
are often not only just clouded by quarrels in clubs and associations, but also 

completely ruined! Tolerance and mutual respect are in demand. False egoism, 
sometimes even fanaticism, often clouds the functioning of the association. If all 
this energy were used for our cause, we would go a fair bit further. We again had 

conversations here in Eger, which should bring agreement in individual 
associations. Let us hope that those advises have fallen on fertile ground. 

 
Change of subject 
 

Our finances. Money alone does not make us happy - but it calms us down. The 
finances of EE are not unhealthy. If we had more, we could also provide more 

support. Support for all those who go to meetings and trainings at their own 
expense. Support for the scientific poultry farm, whose research is benefiting all of 
Europe. However, this is not possible with the current annual contributions and the 

amounts from the Europe Shows and the breed-specific Europe Shows. Our 
honorary president, Urs Freiburghaus, is therefore pushing ahead with the 

sponsorship - and he has already succeeded in making a big leap, as we will hear 
later. However he has lost the illusion that he will get help. It is important, 
however, that he would get at least the addresses of possible sponsors, so that he 

can use his selling abilities, which he possesses to a great extent, on them. 
 

Either way, the presidium will have to consider whether we should propose to 
increase the membership fee for the next General Assembly. Sponsoring is a 
fleeting thing. And what if a Europe Show would need to be cancelled ? 

 
Keyword Europe Show. We shall learn more about the future Europe Shows today. 

Help us all to ensure a large participation. There are beautiful halls available and 
with our treasurer we have an experienced show director, who guarantees a 

flawless organization and accommodation of the animals. Thanks to the Europe 
Show we can pay the running expenses for our organization. 
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Ladies and gentlemen, in my report, I have listed a few topics that concern us all 
but the work is never done. We do it however with lots of joy and enthusiasm. I 

therefore thank all who support us, and there are many, especially you all here in 
this room. Behind you, however, are also thousands of functionaries, to whom you 

give our thanks please forward. A simple "thank you" costs nothing but it is 
incredibly much worth! 

 
I would also like to thank my colleagues in the presidium. They perform a great 
deal of work before and especially behind the scenes. And because we get along 

well in the presidium, the work is easier for us. 
 

And now I look forward to the next association year, which will hopefully be filled 
with many beautiful small-animal exhibitions. And next year we can meet in the 
Europe Show country of Denmark, where we hope to meet again. 

 
For the time being, I wish you all a stable full of promising young animals and good 

luck in both your house and your stable. 
 
 

Eger, 27.05.2017/Gion Gross 
 

 
 
Translation of Andy Verelst 

 

http://de.pons.com/übersetzung/englisch-deutsch/Translation
http://de.pons.com/übersetzung/englisch-deutsch/of
http://de.pons.com/übersetzung/englisch-deutsch/Andy
http://de.pons.com/übersetzung/englisch-deutsch/Verelst

