
 

 1 
 

 

President’s report 

 

After the Europe show – is before the Europe show! 

 

About the past Europe show we’ll hear more today. So let’s look forward because 

often, quicker than expected, we have to start the preparations for the next one. 

What does „quicker than expected“ mean ? Our Austrian friends are already for a 

long time preparing to present us a wonderful Europe show from November 19th-

21st in Tulln. Of course it is still too early to present us here the details. However 

since we know who is part of the organisation, we can look forward to Tulln with 

confidence. We’ll have both our presidium members, Rainer and Gustl, 

continuously „under control“ – they will not fail us, I am sure of that! 

 

In the years between there will be again a lot of breed specific Europeshows. 

They are very popular with a lot of breeders. But this is for some organisers still 

not enough. INTERNATIONAL – or WORLD SHOW are now the big magical words. 

The main reason for this is to save the 50 Eurocent per entry they should pay the 

EE, which is obviously ridiculous, on the other hand they’d like to create the idea 

that one can become world champion. How big will the joy of the breeders be 

when it becomes clear that only four animals are entered from ‘overseas’ but 

finally are not delivered ? Or when someone orders a few rings from overseas, 

uses them to ring his own animals to finally enter them at the show on the name 

of the “oversea breeder” ? Honestly, that is just a plain and simple scam from 

the organisation towards the breeders! Let’s stay with our feet on the ground! A 

Europe champion title at a breed specific Europe show is worth a lot more as 

such „international or world champion“ . 

 

Shows are important. Without shows our hobby would quickly disappear. It is 

good and right when one can show the results of his breeding season and 

compare with other breeders of the same breed. We shouldn’t waist our energy 
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considering if we could save 50 cents per animal or bring more breeders to the 

show with fake „World championships“. We could rather, or better should, try to 

use all possible means to slow down the increasing age in our hobby. That we 

get more appreciation for our work, that our public image improves, that we put 

up resistance to overly active animal welfare activists, that politicians don’t 

continue to decide more, unnecessary and even useless laws.  

 

I realise that not everyone will be happy with these words. But those who are 

interested in harmonizing standards, in the development of our species and 

breeds, simply is in the prosperity of the EE, will understand these words! The 

times in which each association should cook its own soup, should actually be 

over. But unfortunately they are not over yet. But, I'm sure, everyone knows 

that we can only be successful if we pull ALL together.  

 

Well, those were a few critical words that were far from being addressed to 

everyone. You here in this meeting room prove with your presence that you 

carry the thoughts of the EE. But you all can help us reach the big goal of 

togetherness. 

 

Also we in the presidium are not always the same opinion and sometimes also 

harsh words fall. But we have a good culture of debate and can handle it well if 

somebody does not agree with everyone else. 

 

Yes, only when different opinions meet you can find good compromises. But also 

new ideas are being developed. For example, at recent meetings we discussed 

whether it would be possible to have small animal breeding in general declared 

as world heritage. Considering the variety of breeds and colours that we have 

created and that these are really worth protecting, this should be possible. Alone, 

as we have discovered, the hurdles are very high - but we stay tuned. 
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Of course, it would also be very desirable if we could support the scientific 

poultry farm of the BDRG in a better way. It does a very important job, 

benefiting associations across Europe. But the finances have to be borne by the 

BDRG alone. That's not alright. More support, especially in financial form, would 

be necessary. Our finances are still not letting us. But our sponsor guru, Urs 

Freiburghaus, has been thinking about this for a while now. 

 

Have you, dear delegates, ever wondered what benefits your association has as 

a member of the EE? We did that in the presidium and listed what those benefits 

of EE membership are. And we were surprised how many advantages could be 

listed there. Go to our website and there you will find the compilation. And above 

all, show the arguments to those who are critical to membership in the EE. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, these were just some general thoughts, as the general 

secretary will report on the operational business immediately. Thank you all for 

your great work that you are doing in your countries but also in the EE. We need 

those people who are committed to our good cause. You all do that - and for that 

a very big thank you! 

 

A very big thank you goes to my colleagues in the presidium. The great work 

they do for the EE throughout the year is often invisible because it is done at 

home. Being able to work with such people is a pleasure, and I am proud to be 

the president of this board. 

 

In our stables, hopefully, there is already a lot of noise. A new generation of 

young animals populates our stables, coops, aviaries and lofts. I wish for you all 

to successfully raise them - they will probably be the grandparents of those 

animals that we’ll be able to admire in two years at the Europe Show in Tulln. 

Until then, wish you all a lot of healthy animals and all the best in the house and 

stable.  

 

Trogir, June 1st 2019/Gion Gross Translation of Andy Verelst 
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