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Again a warm welcome to all interested 
poultry breeders. This is already 
the seventh edition of the ESC-P 
newsletter. Since we keep getting a 
lot of positive feedback from all over 
Europe, we will off course continue this 
initiative. To keep up with the speed 
everything is changing in the 21th 
century, we decided in 2016 to redesign 
and modernise to make it look more 
attractive and hopefully that way reach 
a larger public. 

We’d like to ask our member poultry 
federations again that they publish 
the letter on their own website or 
that they create a link to it on the EE 
website so that many more breeders 
all over

Europe will be able to reach this 
information. The breeders should 
however keep in mind that any 
decisions published here do 
not automatically apply in your 

country. They have to be officially 
implemented by your organization 
first. 

Questions of any kind should go 
to your own national standard 
commission. It is the contact point 
for breeders and not the ESC-P 
directly. Please keep this in mind.

The ESC-P team.

In 2014 in Sarajevo it 
was decided that the 
ESC-P would create a 
real Europe Standard 
for poultry, meaning 
this standard will be 
used on all shows 
of the participating 
countries and not 
only on Europe shows. 
Meanwhile almost all 
our members signed a 

convention with the EE stating 
that they will replace their 

national standards with the 
new Europe standard. In last 
year’s Newsletter we announced 
that at the end of 2018 all the 
standards which were definitely 
approved off would be published 
in German in a loose leave 
format which could be easily 
inserted in the German standard 
book. Unfortunately we were 
unable to keep this promise.  
The reason for this is technical. 
Of course we need at least a 
good picture of a male and a 

female bird to publish with 
the text. Despite our request, 
most countries couldn’t provide 
any useful pictures. For this 
purpose we need high resolution 
pictures (minimum 300dpi) of 
good birds in showing condition 
and in profile. These pictures 
need to be taken, preferably at 
eye level and on a flat bottom 
(not in grass or a thick layer of 
straw) . The background is less 
important. Small defects can 
be corrected and improvements 

can be made by us with 
Photoshop. Hereby we urgently 
ask all our member countries 
to try and make good pictures 
of all their national breeds, if 
possible in several different 
colours, and to send them to 
gefluegel@entente-ee.com Also 
individual judges who dispose 
of some good pictures can send 
them in. The realisation of the 
Europe standard is something 
we can only achieve by actually 
working together.

ESC-P NEWSLETTER

{ ESC-P NEWSLETTER } 2

Welcome

Update on the EE-Standard project

E D I T O R S

• Welcome
•  Update on the EE standard 

project 

•  New breeds 

•  Naked neck, frizzled and silky 
breeds

•  Naked neck Silkies

 • Cholmogory geese

•  Madagascar game

•  Situation of ‘ornamentals’ in 
the EE

• Show calendar

•  News from the poultry section

•  Former ESC-P members 
deceased

C O N T E N T:

• English version: Andy Verelst
• German version: Urs Lochmann
• French version: Michel Bovet
•  Photos: U. Lochmann, 
   M. Leuridan, H. Schellschmidt,
  D. Brazaitis, M. Canton, G. Gross,      
  D. Camerlinck, M. Druelle

2

3

6

7

8

9

10

11

12



ESC-P NEWSLETTER

Since 2009, polish breeders tried 
to have this backyard type breed 
with beard and crest accepted 
within the EE. The problems with 
it have been clear for a long time. 
The collection always showed a 
lack of homogeneity with often 

very different types, 
much 

underdeveloped beards, bad 
comb endings, unfinished 
plumage and, on top of all this, 
several disqualification defects. 
Fortunately there has been 
improvement. The type has 

become more uniform 
and the the showing 

condition a lot 
better. The feather 
structure and 
the broad wing 
feathers were 
able to convince 

and the colour and 
markings mostly live 

up to what is expected. 
The is still some fine-

tuning to be done on the 
partially plied wattles and 

the not so harmonious 
comb endings. This time the 

collection was better composed 
than the previous times and the 
disqualification defects stayed at 
home. Both in the roosters and the 

hens the ‘very good’ note could be 
awarded more than once. 

Decision of the ESC-P : 
Based on the obvious improvement 
of the general aspect and the more 
harmonious presentation of the 
entire collection, the ESC-P decided 
to admit this new breed in the 
European breeds and colours list. 

Because of the increasing 
number of new member 
countries, we are confronted 
with an increasing number 
of new breeds also. Every 
country apparently feels the 
need to have or to create 
one or more national breeds. 
We saw however that a lot 

of these so called breeds often lack a great 
deal of uniformity and sometimes even don’t 
correspond at all with the submitted standards. 
Therefore it was decided a few years ago that 
any new creation should pass a ‘European test’ 
before it will be admitted to the list of accepted 
European poultry breeds. The large number 
of very similar and very hardly distinguishable 
single-combed black French chicken breeds 
furthermore proved the necessity for this test to 
avoid new breeds being presented that cannot 
be distinguished from already existing ones. The 
test consists of showing a collection of birds on 
the general Europe shows where it will be judged 
by an international jury. This was first applied in 
Leipzig 2012 and the results were published in 
our first Newsletter. In Herning Metz, the jury 
had an easier job with just seven new breeds 
being presented. After discussing the jury’s 
report in the March meeting, the ESC-P made the 
following decisions.
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Polish royal crested fowl, crele
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Istrian, cuckoo
This creation national breed was presented for the first time at a 
Europe show. It is a backyard type breed, medium-sized, elegant, 
lively with a high-carried and fan-shaped tail, single comb and 
white earlobes.

The weight is situated between 1,5 and 2 kg in the hen 
and the rooster weighs 0,5 kg more. What was present in 
the cages was a real disillusion. Much too young birds which 
were far from finished, without any body volume, flights, 
sickles and tail feathers still emerging. The lightest hen 
weighed hardly 800 grams. To top it off there was a series 
of disqualification defects such as wry tail and side 

sprigs. Just one hen obtained the lowest note, 
the others got even less. 

Before an admission 
procedure it would be 
only logical that the 
concerned federation 
at least double-
checks the animals 
on disqualification 

defects and breed 
characteristics before they 

are entered. Obviously 
this doesn’t seem 
to have happened. 
If the breeders lack 
the experience, 
then at least the 
specialists should 
engage themselves 
and no doubt there 

are specialists in Croatia. It’s a pity because this presentation 
could hardly be considered as good promotion. 

Decision of the ESC-P : 
Because of the insufficient quality of the presented birds, this 
breed will have to be presented again at the next Europe Show. 

Hungarian fowl, 
white

This breed was already 
presented once in Leipzig 
in 2012 but in cuckoo. 
Back then they were too 
different in type so they 

didn’t stand 
a chance 
of being 
accepted. So 
one could be 
excited to see 
what kind of 

progress they 
made in the past 

six years. But no 
progress at all, on 

the contrary, it rather went downhill. 
First impression was that someone 
took them from the wrong stable. 
In the cages were what seemed like 
12 weeks old birds that, by that age, 
didn’t have any reason to be present 
at a Europe show. It is only the best 
that should be present there ! The 
Hungarian fowl is a middle-sized dual-
purpose breed with fine bones that 
had its origin as a professional breed. 
I’d still like to go a bit more into detail 
about the birds on the show. In colour 
they all were more or less white and 
had flesh-coloured legs, at least that 
was something positive. The adult 
birds were all still changing feathers 
and the young ones were still far from 
the ideal weight. If the old rooster 
would be used for reproduction, I very 
much doubt that his offspring would 

show any trace of the right body 
shape. If people who have never been 
on a show start getting involved in the 
presentation f new breeds, they just 
cannot succeed because they simply 
lack the knowledge and the necessary 
experience. If their federation doesn’t 
want to ridicule itself, they have 
to support these people with good 
advice. A professional breed without 
any uniformity has never become a 
showing breed overnight. It would 
be reasonable to rethink this whole 
project and to consider if it is really 
worth the effort. . 

Decision of the ESC-P : 
Because of the aforementioned reasons, 
acceptance is impossible. This breed has 
to be presented another time at the 
Europe Show. 
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The first presentation of the Sureña 
from Spain, an “Andalusian” type of 
bird but a lot bigger and more massive, 
upright and with a high-carried tail. The 
hens should weigh between 2,8 and 3,3 
kg and the roosters about 500 g more. 
The young roosters were rather narrow 
on their legs and weren’t finished yet 
and the adult one was still changing 
some of its feathers. In the hens the 
young ones were still too young but the 
adult one really showed what a Sureña 
should look like with a massive body, 
large at the shoulders and upright. 
Some birds had some problems with 

their bone structure and their backs, 
which resulted in several remarks on 
the judging cards. Overall, the very 
good note could be awarded two 
times in the hens but the roosters 
just lacked body volume and feather 
condition. The collection should be 
more uniform.  

Decision of the ESC-P:  
Since especially the roosters didn’t fulfil 
expectations, the breed should be 
presented another time at the next 
Europe Show. 

Sureña, black
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This is a small and compact farmyard goose capable of 
flight with a typical pink bill. Overall the collection was 
very uniform in general appearance. One or the another 
animal could be a little broader in the shoulders. Also 
some wishes were formulated on a sharper lacing on the 
shoulders, a better finished plumage or a purer colour on 
the abdomen. In adult birds a paunch is accepted but this 
should be more precisely formulated in the standard. It 
cannot be possible that any kind of paunch is accepted. 
It should stay a small backyard breed and therefore it 
cannot be a big paunch. The standard text should be 
completed with : a small dual-lobed paunch. But  in 
conclusion the presented birds were uniform and clearly 
showed the described type. 

       Decision of the ESC-P: 
The Andalusian geese were 

shown as a homogeneous 
group. Therefore the ESC-P decided to 

accept the new breed and to admit it 
on the European list of breeds and 

colours. 

This breed was presented for the 
first time. It is an original bantam 
from Spain, rather big, with a 
cylindrical body that is carried 
slightly elevated and a typical 
‘cross-shaped’ comb. In general 
they presented a certain degree of 
homogeneity, even if one or another 
is a bit longer in the back or carry 
the tail a bit too high. In colour they 
showed everything from very dark 
too almost black-red. The markings 
of the hackle often don’t correspond 
with the standard description that 
asks for a black stripe but is often 
almost completely black. In the 

young birds it should be 
watched that they don’t 
show almost all flights 
completely white in the first 
year or they will become much 
too white with age. Another 
particularity is the cross-
shaped comb that should 
present one or two side 
sprigs on each side of 
the lobe. The earlobes 
should be white whch 
wasn’t the case in several animals. 
In general one could already see a 
breed but it should be a bit more 
perfected. 

Decision of the ESC-P : 
In type and colour we are 

nt completely there yet so they should 
be presented another time at the next 
Europe Show.

Andalusian geese, grey
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Flor d’Amettler, 
mottled dark partridge

Also this breed has been 
presented in 2012 in Leipzig 
and is still trying hard. 
First of all the positive 
news. There were no 
more disqualifications for 
double spikes in the combs 
and the markings have 
become more uniform, 
in spite of the fact that 
the stippling in the hens 
should still become finer. 
But the problem remains 
the type. In general it still 

presents large differences. 
Following the standard 
the back should be short 
and wide and the tail 
should be carried high 
but never vertically. These 
description isn’t met in 
almost any bird. The hens 
are mostly too long in the 
back and the roosters carry 
their tail much too high 
and even forwards. A right 
angle is 90° and the tail 
should be lower but these 

roosters were almost at 
120° or even more. This, 
by far, doesn’t correspond 
with the standard. 

Decision of the ESC-P :
Because of the large 
differences in type in 
comparison to the submitted 
standard, this breed should be 
presented again at the next 
Europe Show. 

Polish bantam, black-red
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There seems to be a lot 
of confusion on the EE’s 
position on breeds with these 
characteristics. Several times 
we’ve been confronted with 
declarations such as “the EE 
is against this” or the “EE 
forbids this”. So let us try to set 

things clear. First of all, there 
is absolutely no discussion 
about already accepted breeds. 
They are accepted with these 
characteristics and there 
is no discussion about this 
whatsoever. 

The ESC-P also has no 
problem with ‘new breeds’ with 
naked necks. This doesn’t harm 
the animals in any way.  On the 
contrary, with hot weather and 
in warm climates they are even 

Nacked neck bantam, blue
Frizzled Peking, brown pencilled

advantaged because they can 
keep their body temperature 
under control more easily. 
What the EE doesn’t accept 
is naked neck versions of 
existing breeds so no naked 
neck Australorps, Plymouth 
Rocks or Chabo for example. 
What we absolutely will 
never accept is the naked 
neck characteristic in 
ducks. Genetically this is 
something very different 
from naked neck in chickens 
and evolutionary it is not a 
characteristic that survived 
because it advantaged birds 
under certain conditions. 
On the contrary, this trait 

in ducks is a complete 
deterioration and will cause 
the animals that are born 
with naked necks to die as 
soon as they go swimming 
(which is normally shortly 
after birth). We urge every 
member country not to 
accept this breed and not 
to put them on shows 
as this is very much in 
contrast with the image we 
would like to have.

Frizzled and silky are two 
characteristics on which the 
ESC-P decided a very long 
time ago they shouldn’t be 
accepted in new breeds. This 
position was maintained 

over the years. At the latest 
annual meeting in May, this 
decision was abandoned. 
These characteristics don’t 
harm the animals so there 
is no reason not to accept 
them. However there are 
two important remarks. 
First of all, this goes only 
for new breeds. The rule 
of no new characteristics 
in already existing breeds 
stays so we will not except 
frizzled Brahmas or silky 
Pekings. Second remark is 
that we will not allow the 
combination of both so 
frizzled Silkies will not be 
accepted.

Naked neck, frizzled 
and silky breeds

Silky Japanese 
bantam (Chabo), 
white
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0-1 blue bearded

 

Directly linked to the previous 
item is the discussion about 
naked neck Silkies, often 
referred to by the popular 
American name ‘Showgirls’. 
This is a discussion that has 
been going on for years. 
The ESC-P rule ‘no new 
characteristics in already 
existing breeds’ dates from 
September 2011. In the years 
before this decision these 
Silkies expanded all over 
Europe and gained quite 
some popularity. They were 

exhibited at the French 
national show in Niort 
in 2005 and also present 
at the first breed specific 
Europeshow for Silkies in 
2008 in Bruges. Should the 
application to accept them 
have come one year earlier, 
they wouldn’t have been 
affected by this new rule.  
When the application finally 
came in France, it was refused 
based on the EE-rules. In the 
discussion that followed this 
refusal, it was often said that 
they already existed for a long 
time. But ‘historical proof’ 
from before 2005 was never 
produced. The only thing that 
was found was a drawing by 
Dutch artist C.S.Th. Van Gink 
from around 1940 of a naked 
neck Silky hen. But a drawing 
is no proof of existence. Then 
recently we’ve found pictures 
from naked-neck Silkies that 
were exhibited at the Europe 
show in Belgrade in 1987. 
If they were judged or not, 
could not be found out since 
nobody seems to have the 
catalogue anymore. After very 
long discussions, the ESC-P 

concluded that it is clear that 
naked-neck Silkies have been 
around in Europe for decades 
and are widely spread over 
the continent. Therefore an 
exception on the rule, based 
on historical grounds, can be 
allowed. In other words, if 
naked-neck Silkies go through 
a procedure for acceptance 
with good results in one of 
our member countries, the 
ESC-P will accept them. What 
we will not accept is the name 
‘Showgirl’. If this really needs 
to be, it will be Silky naked-
neck and nothing else.

Naked neck Silkies

0-1 bearded partridge (beard a little small)

Old drawing by C.S. Th. 
Van Gink (NL) of a naked 
neck silky hen.
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EE standard of Cholmogory Geese
Origin: Old breed from Central-
Russia, developed rom crossings 
between  Chinese geese and local 
breeds.    

General appearance: Large and 
heavy but rather elegant goose with 
little elevated body, dual-lobed 
paunch, high beak with semi-
spherical knob and heavily developed 
dewlap.   

Breed characteristics gander:
Rump: very powerful and broad, 
rounded, carriage only slightly 
elevated. 
Back: very broad, long, only 
slightly curved. 
Breast: broad, deep, full and 
well-rounded; without keel. 
Abdomen: full, with well-
developed, deep dual-lobed 
paunch which is well-closed at 
the end. 
Head: big, elongated, broad, 
well rounded in the neck; 

heavily developed dewlap.  
Beak: high at the base on 
which a semi-spherical knob is 
situated, completely within the 
upper line of the head and more 
pronounced with age. Slightly 
over medium length, upper 
line slightly convex. Colour see 
colours. 
Eyes: colour see colours, eye 
rings yellow-orange.  
Neck: relatively long, slightly 
curved in the upper part.
Wings: powerful, closely fitted. 
Tail: short, slightly elevated. 

Thighs: powerful, 
little prominent. 

Legs: medium 
length, powerful; 
orange-yellow.

Plumage: soft, 
closely fitted. 

Breed characteristics 
goose:
A little smaller as 
the gander, knob 
less developed. 
Paunch, especially 
in adult geese, more 
developed. 

Serious defects 
of the breed 

characteristics:
Low body mass; 

very upright carriage; 
underdeveloped dewlap 

and/or paunch; 
underdeveloped knob 
or very prominent  
spherical knob; keel.

Colours:

White
Pure white. 
Eyes: blue
Beak: orange yellow
Serious defects: coloured 
flecks.

Grey
Preferably luscious 
brownish grey. Large 
back feathers, shoulders, wings 
coverts, secondaries, and sides 
of the breast and flanks a sharp, 
light and not too wide lacing. 
Tail feathers grey, widely edged 
with white. Stern and underside 
of the tail white. Faint middle 
stripe on the head and he neck. 
Eyes : brown
Beak : orange yellow, black bean 
and serrations acceptable.
Serious defects: heavily 
contrasting middle stripe on 
head and neck, any further 
deviation of the required feather 
colour, predominantly black 
beak and/or knob.

Grey and white
As in grey but with 
additionally irregular big white 

patches on the breast, the 
lower part of the neck, wing 
coverts and wings. The head, 
the upper part of the neck and 
the shoulders are coloured. 
Some white at the base of 
the beak and the dewlap is 
acceptable. 
Eyes : blue or brown
Beak : orange yellow, black bean 
and serrations acceptable.
Serious defects: as in grey, 
white head, predominantly 
white body.

Weight: gander 10 till 12 kg, 
goose 7 till 9 kg.
Minimal weight of hatching 
eggs: 190g.
Colour of the eggshell: white.
Ring size: both sexes 27.

Cholmogory
Russian geese keep causing confusion in 
Europe. After the ongoing discussion about 
‘Tula’ geese (now officially ‘Hookbill fighting 
geese’), the Cholmogory is the next problem 
that arises. As a new fashion trend they are 
spreading over Eu rope and some countries 
already accepted them. There is however a 
problem. The animals that we mostly see on 
shows are not original Cholmogory. There 
is a modern version of this breed, which 
is bigger, heavier and has a very deep and 
pronounced keel where the original breed 
was more elegant en shouldn’t have a keel. 
This large breed shouldn’t be accepted nor 
be judged as Cholmogory. At the moment 
there is an official procedure running in 
the Czech Republic for the acceptance as 
a new breed but this will take it’s time. 
Other countries are asked to respect the EE 
Standard and to only accept the breed if it 
presented as the standard describes.

Cholmogory without keel

The very heavy type with keel is not a real Cholmogory

1-1 grey and white Cholmogory geese

{ ESC-P NEWSLETTER } 8



ESC-P NEWSLETTER

Origin: Madagascar and the neighbouring 
islands in the western part of the Indian Ocean. 
Exhibited for the first time in Europe in 1895.  
General appearance: Powerful, relatively high 
gamefowl with a relatively strongly upright 
carriage, a rounded body, a naked neck with a 
tuft of feathers, a large dewlap and an irregular 
triple comb. 
Breed characteristics male:
Rump: powerful, long, broad, rounded, carriage 
relatively strongly.
Neck: long, strong, little curved; without 
feathers with the exception of an isolated tuft 
of feathers on the middle and front of the 
neck, the crop region is naked. The naked skin 
is lively red, thick and wrinkled, which is even 
accentuated with age.     
Back: long, broad, somewhat narrowing, 
rounded on the sides, sloping. 
Shoulders: broad, well rounded.
Wings: long, closely fitted, carried parallel to 
the line of the back.
Saddle: relatively broad, with relatively short 
hackle.  
Tail: medium length, little spread, carried 
horizontally till slightly sloping. Sickles only 
sparsely developed.  
Breast: very broad and well rounded. Covered 
on the sides with two relatively sparse stripes of 
feathers which makes the naked keel stand out.  
Abdomen: little developed and close-fitting.
Head: medium sized, elongated, well developed 
eyebrows. Top of the head feathered, tapering 
just past the neck.  
Face: lively red, covered with small feathers 
under the eyes.
Comb: relatively high and preferably regular 
triple comb, red. 

EE standard of Madagascar game 

Serious defects of the breed 
characteristics :
Small, narrow body; carriage 
much too upright; long and 
angular body with angular 
shoulders (Shamo-Type); short 
and high carried wings;  very 
low tail; walnut comb; heavily 
developed wattles; absence of 
the tuft of feathers on the front 
of the neck; rich plumage.  
Colours:
There are no higher demands 
on colour and markings. A few 
differently coloured feathers in 
the different colour zones have 
no importance. 
Blue
Wheaten 
Weight: male 3,5 till 4,5 kg, 
female 2,5 till 3 kg.
Minimum weight of the hatching eggs: 
55g.
Eggshell colour: white till cream

Ringsize: male 22, female 20
 Masses : coq 3,5 à 4,5 kg, poule 2,5 à 3 kg. 

Last year we already 
informed about 
Madagascar game, an 
old gamefowl breed 
with a naked neck that 
was present in Belgium 
and France around 1900. 
A lot of the birds seen 

nowadays are plain and 
simple nacked-neck Shamo 
or Malay. Following the 
rules for acceptance of 
‘new breeds’ this is not 
possible. A standard for 
the Madagascar game 
was drawn up, describing 

a large game with a type 
on its own. The French 
Madagascar game club 
had already started an 
acceptance procedure 
in France and this was 
successfully terminated last 
year. So the Madagascar 

game is now officially 
accepted as a new breed 
and can be exhibited in 
France and on Europe 
shows. The standard is 
automatically EE-standard 
and binding for every 
member country. 

Madagascar game

Wattles: little developed, preferably hardly 
visible. In the middle  In the middle there is a 
large, unfeathered, lively red dewlap which 
becomes more pronounce with age. 
Earlobes: red. A few small feathers around the 
external ear canal.  
Eyes: big, lively, yellowish orange.
Beak: strong, medium length; yellow, with 
more or less dark pigmentation in the darker 
colours.
Thighs: slightly longer than medium length, 
muscular, well visible, slightly winkled in the 
hocks. 
Legs: slightly longer than medium length and 
rather strong, smooth, with well-developed 
spurs; yellow, blackish shadow allowed in 
darker colours.  
Toes: long, strong, well-spread, with strong 
and sharp nails.
Plumage: rather short and close fitting, fluff little 
developed. The entire body only covered with 
feathers in stripes which may cause parts of red 
naked skin to be visible, especially on the thighs. 
Breed characteristics female :
With the exception of the sexual differences, 
the general characteristics similar as those of 
the male. 
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Show calendar 
•November 2nd – 3rd 2019 Schirnding (D) : Sebright
•November 15th - 17th Tiel 2019 (NL) : Orpington, Sussex, Dorking and 
their bantams
•November 23rd – 24th 2019 Wells (A) : Altsteirer, Sulmtaler and their 
bantams
•November 30th – December 1st  2019 Woincourt (F) : Brahma and 
Brahma bantams
•December 12th – 15th 2019 Herning (DK) : German bantams
•December 12th – 15th 2019 Durdevac (HR) : Kreuzer crested, Croatian 
fowl, Posaviner crested and Croatian bantams
•December 2019 14th – 15th Massa Carrara (I) : Silkies, Polands and their 
bantams
•October 23rd – 25th 2020 Sankt-Annen (D) : Orpington and Orpington 
bantams
•October 31st – November  1st 2020 Schwäbisch Gmünd Bettringen (D) : 
Rheinländer and Rheinländer bantams
•October  31st – November 1st 2020 Hoya (D) : Hamburgs and Hamburg 
bantams
•November 7th – 8th 2020 Mittelherwigsdorf (D) : Italiener bantams and 
rose-combed Italiener 
•November 21st – 22nd 2020 Epinal (F) : Cochin and Cochin bantams
•December 4th – 6th 2020 Brno (CZ) : New Hampshire and New 
Hampshire bantams
•December 11th – 13th 2020 Westerlo (B) : Brahma and Brahma bantams
•December 11th – 13th 2020 Herning (DK) : Wyandotte bantams & 
German Wyandotte bantams

The EE website was not completely up 
to date anymore and worse, a lot of 
documents failed on the English and/or 
French pages. Since the EE has 3 official 
languages, it is only logic that all the 

information should be available in those 
three languages. The general secretary 
(and also interim-webmaster after the 
death of Hans Zürcher) and the chairman 
took it upon themselves to rectify this 

situation and we are proud to announce 
that the three language versions are 
equal now (except the archives). From 
now on updates will only be made in the 
three versions at the same time or not.

In 2018 it was officially decided 
that all ornamentals (wild species 
belonging to the orders of the 
gallinaceous birds (turkeys, 
pheasants, peafowl, guineafowl, 
partridges and quail), waterfowl 
(ducks, geese and swans) and 
doves) belong to the poultry 
section on EE level. This means 
that on Europe shows all these 
birds can only be exhibited in 
the poultry section and not in 
the birds or pigeon section, even 
if in their own country they do. 
As we witnessed at the Europe 
show in Herning, exhibiting 
ornamentals in ‘biotopes’ is a 
very attractive addition to our 

show and really a promotion 
to breed these kind of birds. 
Since ornamentals have been 
somewhat neglected in the past 
10 to 15 years and their situation 
is sometimes very different in 
our member countries (rules for 
showing and judging, mutations, 
legal status, rings, etc…), we will 
need to define a list of species 
and mutations, which can be 
exhibited on Europe shows,  
showing rules and a judging 
system. Also we will update 
the rules for becoming Europe 
champion with ornamentals since 
the actual rules are too hard and 
are not encouraging breeders to 

exhibit them. This job requires a 
lot of knowledge and therefore 
a temporary working group with 
international specialists will be 
installed to prepare all this so 
everything can be applied at the 
next Europe show in 2021.

EE website completely updated

Situation of ‘ornamentals’ in the EE 
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Also in Trogir some changes and 
amendments were made to the 
regulations that were approved 
of in Eger (Hungary) in 2017. The 
most important change was that 

a procedure was accepted that 
enables those countries which 
cannot participate at Europe shows 
because of veterinary regulations, 
to still present their national breeds 

for acceptance into the European 
standard. Normally this can only 
be done by presenting the to the 
ESC-P on the Europe show. For those 
countries now an exception is made 

and for them these procedure can 
also take place on their own National 
show but under the same conditions 
as for the others. The evaluation will 
also be done by ESC-P members. 

Changes to the 
poultry section 
regulations The participants at the poultry section meeting in Trogir (Croatia).

N
poultry section
e from theWs
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Section chairman 
re-elected
As every time in the year after 
the Europe show, during the 
annual meeting of the poultry 
section in Trogir (Croatia) 
chairman elections took place. 
The actual chairman, Andy 
Verelst from Belgium, was 
unanimously re-elected and 
will continue to lead the section 
until 2022, the year after the 
Europe show in Tulln (Austria).

Again a lot of applications 
for breed 
specific Europe 
shows 
During the past showing 
season no breed specific 
Europe shows could take 
place because of the general 
Europe show in Herning. 
For the next two seasons an impressive list 
of new applications arrived. Sadly not always 
on time, not always with completely filled 
out forms, many times almost impossible to 
read and one time even without mentioning 
a date. Meanwhile a new application form 
has been put on the website which can be 
digitally filled out and hopefully will improve 
the quality of the application. Let’s hope that 
all these shows  will receive poultry (breeders) 
from all over Europe and new friendships will 
be built.  They will also provide us with some 
money that we will try to invest wisely into 
projects that will improve poultry breeding 
and judging in Europe.

In 2016 a Lithuanian poultry organisation 
was accepted as EE member. Since then 
there has been very few contacts with this 
organisation and all the mails we’ve sent 
them remained unanswered. Some time 
ago it became clear that there is another 
poultry organisation in Lithuania which is 
even older. Our member organisation didn’t 

declare this when it applied for membership. 
EE regulations are clear on this matter. 
If such information is withheld, the 
membership will be re-evaluated. 
The EE-board proposed the general 
assembly to suspend Lithuania’s 
membership in the poultry section which 
was unanimously approved of.

Lithuania’s poultry section a suspended as EE member

: Vice-chairman Urs Lochmann, secretary Klaas van 
der Hoek and Chairman Andy Verelst

2018 
was a year of great loss 
for the poultry section. 
On September 5th we got 
the sad news that the EE 
webmaster and EE honorary 
member, Hans Zürcher 
from Switzerland, had 
unexpectedly died at the 
age of 77. From 1999 until 
2009 Hans was member of 
the ESC-P and not one of 
the least. He was a man of 
many initiatives, all leading 
towards his most important 
goal, one poultry standard 
for the whole of Europe. His 
most important initiatives 
where the creation of the 
European list of breeds and 
colours, which has become 
one of the most important 
tools in our section, and he 
was also the architect of 
the actual structure of the 
standard commission with 
the regional representation. 
This idea had a gigantic 
positive impact on the  
collaboration and the 

atmosphere within our 
organisation. For all this, 
it is completely justified 
to call Hans Zürcher ‘the 
founding father’ of the 
future Europe standard. 
Besides all his achievements 
on EE level, he also played 
a huge role in the Swiss 
federation where for 
decades he was one the 
leading figures. 

On December 1st we 
learned that also Rudi 
Möckel from Germany, 
former ESC-P member 
and EE honorary member  
passed away at the age 
of 78. This news was less 
unexpected because we 
knew that Rudi had been 
ill for some time but it was 
still a shock. For decades 
Rudi was the chairman 
for poultry in the German 
standardcommission, 
a function he fulfilled 
rigorously and with extreme 
devotion. Since 2006 he 
was responsible for the 
‘Standard for Europe’, as the 
German poultry standard 
was since then called. This 
function he held until 2016 

when he retired because 
of health reasons. Rudi’s 
experience was so immense 
that he was a very tough 
man to convince in a 
discussion but he was also 
always prepared to find 
compromises. The German 
standard as we know it 
now is mostly the result 
the uncountable hours he 
invested in our hobby. The 
poultry section is extremely 
grateful for the work of 
both Hans and Rudi. There 
achievements should never 
be forgotten and they 
should remain an example 
for everyone that ever 
wants to take on a leading 
role in the European poultry 
section.

Former ESC-P 
members deceased

Hans Zürcher

Rudi Möckel 

{ ESC-P NEWSLETTER } 12


